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TYCôs 30
th

 ANNIVERSARY  
 
 

TYCôs 30
th
 Anniversary was kicked off with Deacon 

Dick Almos delivering a prayer for TYCôs past, 

present and future ï asking God to watch over all of 

us.  

  

Commodore Martin Smith (standing) introduces (left) 

Past Commodores Harley McPeek & (right) Guy Geller. 

Guy Geller Past Commodore Reads an interesting 

portion of THE HISTORY OF THE SOUTHERN 

YACHT CLUB By Flora K. Scheib 

Harley McPeek Past Commodore 2007 Highlights the 

TYC Post Katrina.  
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 The 30
th
 Anniversary Party was a smashing success 

all the way from remembrances of dancing on the 

desk to the trials of organizing the Clubéthrough the 

agony of Katrina to the joy of the Juniors Program.  

The program opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

The Invocation was given by our Club Chaplain, 

Reverend Dick Almos. 

 

Tammany has three Honorary Life Members, Guy 

Geller, our First Commodore, Harold Pecunia, and 

Ronnie Kole.  Guy and Harold were recognized.  

Jan Pecunia was recommended but excused herself 

since she was not a member.  Thanks, Jan, for your 

many contributions.  Our Honorary Life Members 

are Mary Brisbi, Sally Brothers, Kathy Hebert, 

Peggy Hickey, Joyce Seale, and Ann Jane Watson 
whose Commodore husbandôs are deceased.  

 

Past Commodores in attendance were asked to stand, 

give their name and year served.  All remembered 

their name but few could recall the year they served.  

They are Nigel Beale, Kyle Bowser, Scott Collins, 

Guy Geller, Jim Ilgenfritz, Barry St atia, and Bill 

Yauger, Harley McPeek, and Ann Shepard.  We 

were honored with the presence of the Gulf Yachting 

Association Commodore and our member, David 

Bolyard, as well as the Past Commodores from 

South Shore Yacht Club John Benz and Norman 

David. 

 

The program continued with tales of the past, present 

and future for Tammany.  Guy Geller spoke on the 

excitement of starting the Club on July 25, 1980.  

There were quite a few of those present who started 

in the early days at the original site on Bayou 

Liberty.  In the beginning of the Club Board 

members took turns tending bar!  Each member 

would bring their own bottle and would have to pay 

when they were served.  These early members enjoy 

being served by one of Tammanyôs current 

bartenders. 

 

Harley McPeek gave us a thumbnail sketch of the 

vibrant Tammany Yacht Club pre-Katrina followed 

by the various meetings held post-Katrina during the 

18-month period we were without a Club.  Katrina 

took many of our members far away and not 

everyone returned.  Those who did can recall the 

feeling of unity and family when we met after 

Katrina. 

 

Kyle Bowser, one of the people who pushed the 

Juniors Program acknowledged the resurgence of 

Tammany.  He acknowledged that I had pushed the 

sailors for 2 years to get the program started.  

Circumstances and desire overcame the inertia with 

help from many of the sailing group.  Bobby Tassin 

and I met with Tracy St. Amour, V.P. of Warren 

Properties, to secure permission to keep space for the 

storage of sail boats for the Juniors Program.  Bobby 

Tassin advertised in US sailing publications for a 

senior sailing instructor qualified with US Sail.  He 

came up with a winner, Sophie Griscom.  Kyle took 

the lead with getting more sailing instructors by 

taking the US sponsored sailing course with himself, 

his son, Elliott Bowser and Matt Perret .  All 

became Certified Sailing Instructors.  The only 

problem they mentioned with the course was learning 

about power boats.  The three instructors, Sophie, 

Elliott, and Matt did a fantastic job in teaching our 

juniors.  Kyle assumed the responsibility for the 

financial workings of the program and took much of 

his time away from his business to attend to the 

bookkeeping, certificates, etc.  In some informal 

races both Matt and Elliott acknowledged that Sophie 

was the better sailor.  Our friend and sailing 

instructor, Sophie, who is from the Boston area and 

attends college in Montreal, likes Tammany enough 

to return.  Thanks, Sophie! 

 

Each of the three sailing classes once completed 

sailed to Val and Kyle Bowserôs house for a swim.  

When our 3
rd
 class made their trip to Val and Kyleôs 

home they were over flown by Jeff Ward  in his 

helicopter with Kyle taking pictures.  Our intrepid 

sailors made landfall and were greeted by Erik 

Sanzenbach, Managing Editor of the St Tammany 

News.  Erik took many pictures and we had the full 

front page in the Social Section of Sundayôs edition 

of the St Tammany News.  If you havenôt seen it, itôs 

posted at the Club. 

 

West Marine sent their representative, Ron Stewart, 

who presented a gift certificate to our junior who was 

the last one to start the trek to Val and Kyleôs house.  

Our friends at West Marine also donated safety gear  
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I wound up the program by saying the future of the 

Club IS the Juniors Program.  The program is on 

board for next year with Sophie at the helm.  The 

average age of Club members has dropped 

significantly and we have signed on Youth Members 

between the ages of 22 and 30.  Too bad, Kevin ï 

youôre not the youngest member anymore! 

 

The evening was capped off with music provided by 

Hereôs Johnny assisted by our own musicians 

Bubba Groce, Norman David, Sandy Stone, and 

South Shore member Preston Ingram.  Bubba 

would like to put together a Tammany Yacht Club 

band.  If you can play call him at 504-236-6188. 

 

Everyone enjoyed the music, the bar did well, and 

the food was excellent.  Ann Courrege coordinated 

the feast beginning with a steamship round of beef 

and cold hors dôoeuvres from Chateau Bleu, a 

spinach and artichoke casserole prepared by 

Kathleen Scherer and Meredith Enxing, meatballs 

by Sylvia Savoie, and cocktail wieners by Ann 

Courrege.  A birthday cake was provided by Paulôs 

Bakery in Picayune. 

 

Thereôs lots of sailing and partying on Wednesday 

nights with the First Mates providing the extras for 

the burgers.  Thanks, Val and all the First Mates who 

provide these extras. 

 

Martin Smith 

Commodore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TYC Juniors Update 

The Juniors summer program has come to an end for the 

summer of 2010.  It was a howling success so much so 

that we had 3 two week sessions and a final one week 

session for advanced juniors.  We are having requests 

from parents and juniors to have some weekend 

gatherings for them to continue improving their skills to 

prepare them for pleasure and competition. 

The Flying Scot is getting a few more minor touch-ups, 

but she is ready for sailing. 

The Wednesday night renegade races were a great 

opportunity to get some of the Juniors and their parents 

out racing and back to TYC for burgers. . Kyle and Val 

are hosting the Jr sailors for a cruise over and pool party 

on the second Thursday of each session.  The third 

session had a surprise with Jeff Ward and his helicopter 

flying Kyle Bowser over them taking aerial photos as 

they proceeded to the pool party.  

 

Jeff --- There have been times when our adult sailors 

would have welcomed a little wind from a helicopter to 

push them along when the winds a dead still.  

Thanks Jeff - The aerial photos have been a great hit with 

everyone at TYC.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Scott and June Collins follow the juniors with their 

daughter and grandchildren aboard giving them an idea 

of what they will hopefully be doing next year during 

their summer visit. 

 

What a beautiful sight for the residentôs on Marina drive. 

 

Come-on Kyle wave!!!! 

 

Chuck Coghlan and son Merrick round the bend as they 

leave the TYC Lagoon  

 

3
rd
 Session Juniors have landed on the beach next door to 

Kyle and Valôs for a swim partyé 


